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Appointment Wait Time 
Note: Embassies and Consulates may have a separate process for visa cases where the in-person interview 
requirement is waived.  In general wait times for those cases are shorter, but they are not reflected in the table 
below.  Please check the individual Embassy or Consulate website to determine if your case is eligible for a waiver of 
the in-person interview. 
https://my.usembassy.gov/visas/ 
 

Select a U.S. Embassy or Consulate: 

Wait Times for Embassy/Consulate 

Prepare for Your Interview 

• Fees - Pay the non-refundable visa application fee, if you are required to pay it before your interview. If 
your visa is approved, you may also need to pay a visa issuance fee, if applicable to your nationality. Fee 
information is provided below: 

$160-190 us fees 

Nonimmigrant visa application processing fee (non-refundable) for all categories below 

 
Gather Required Documentation 
Gather and prepare the following required documents before your visa interview: 

• Passport valid for travel to the United States – Your passport must be valid for at least six months beyond 
your period of stay in the United States (unless exempt by country-specific agreements). Each individual 
who needs a visa must submit a separate application, including any family members listed in your passport. 

• Nonimmigrant Visa Application, Form DS-160 confirmation page. 

• Application fee payment receipt, if you are required to pay before your interview. 

• Photo – You will upload your photo while completing the online Form DS-160. If the photo upload fails, you 
must bring one printed photo in the format explained in the Photograph Requirements. 

Additional Documentation May Be Required 

Review the instructions for how to apply for a visa on the website of the U.S. Embassy or Consulate where you will 
apply. Additional documents may be requested to establish if you are qualified. For example, additional requested 
documents may include evidence of: 

• The purpose of your trip, 

• Your intent to depart the United States after your trip, and/or 

• Your ability to pay all costs of the trip.  

Evidence of your employment and/or your family ties may be sufficient to show the purpose of your trip and your 
intent to return to your home country. If you cannot cover all the costs for your trip, you may show evidence that 
another person will cover some or all costs for your trip. 

Note: Visa applicants must qualify on the basis of the applicant's residence and ties abroad, rather than assurances 
from U.S. family and friends. A letter of invitation or Affidavit of Support is not needed to apply for a visitor visa. If you 
choose to bring a letter of invitation or Affidavit of Support to your interview, please remember it is not one of the 
factors used in determining whether to issue or deny the visa. 

Attend Your Visa Interview 

A consular officer will interview you to determine whether you are qualified to receive a visitor visa. You 
must establish that you meet the requirements under U.S. law to receive a visa.   

https://my.usembassy.gov/visas/
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/tourism-visit/visitor.html#ExternalPopup
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/tourism-visit/visitor.html#ds160
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/photos/frequently-asked-questions.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/photos.html
http://www.usembassy.gov/

